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MATLUBU L-MU’MININ 9

ordinary observance. Only those who feel strong enough to
overcome these difficulties should take it upon themselves to
follow the higher understanding of these duties : otherwise they
should comply with the ordinary performance of them.

The treatise, which probably was intended as a school
book for elementary religious instruction, contains very few
quotations from the Coran, and no names, or references to history.

lts language, as far as it is possible to reconstruct it from
the heap of mistakes and perversions of the text, seems
to be fairly old, though there are no such clear traces of
comparative antiquity as in the preceding treatise. However,
there are occasionally such expressions as ba-miyanaji-yi=Ilater
ba-tawassut-i, or hamagandn, etc., which could not have been
introduced by modern scribes.

The MS. on which the present edition is chiefly based, comes
from Hunza, and is dated apparently 1309/1892 (the work is not
dated, but the next item in the volume was transcribed in that
year), and forms an item in a jung (of the form which is in
Persia called baydid, an oblong ** album ), containing mostly
poetry. It occupies seven leaves, 8 by 4} inches, 13-14 lines
to a page, about 3} inches long, of childish, unskilled nasta‘liq.

Another copy also comes from the Upper Oxus provinces,
is dated 1310/1893, also occupies seven leaves in a jqung, 61 by
4} inches, with 10 lines to a page, about 31 inches long. It is
very incorrect, and in some places hopeless.

The third belongs to Haji Masi Khan of Poona. It occupies
16 pages in a jung, about 12 lines to a page, 23 inches long.
The orthography was slightly improved by its owner, who
transcribed it in 1307/1890, but it is, nevertheless, full of
mistakes. As mentioned above, these copies contain practically
no real variants.

Concluding this short introduction, I have to express my
feelings of gratitude to my Ismaili friends who have so broad-
mindedly helped me in my work, thus making this edition
possible, and to the Executive Committee of the Islamic Research
Association who have published it.

W. L
Bombay, the 1st June. 1933.
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3 TWO EARLY ISMAILI TREATISES

Universe, man, and the necessity for and Imam, without whom
man cannot know anything about his own position in the
Universe and the purpose of creation.

The second fasl (p. 5) explains what an Ismaili devotee
should be. Unfortunately, such a promising heading brings a
disappointment, as the chapter deals merely with moral virtues
rather than with Ismaili ereed. The first of the three prescribed
virtues is recognition of the Imam of the time, and continuous
obedience to his commandments. The second is rida, or fatalism,
and the third is taslim, self-resignation, or readiness. to sacrifice
everything earthly for the sake of religion. There are several
degrees of devotion and several degrees of conviction by the
truth of the religion.

The third fasl (p. 8), deals with the principles of fawalla
and tabarrd,' both ordinary (zdhir), and spiritual, or abstract
(batin). The first term, which may be translated by ** being
affectionate to ” means in the zdhir supporting the cause of the
Imam, and in the batin—being always obedient to his command-
ments. The second, which means * keeping away from
something "', 1s also of two kinds. Its zahkir means to keep away
from the wicked and the enemies of the Imam, and its batin
means severing ties with everybody except the Imam.

These two religious duties have four principal forms of
expression, as ma rifat, or knowledge of God through the Imam :
mahabbat, or love for God, which is the same as worship ; hijrat,
emigration, which means avoidance of everything that hinders
devotion ; and, finally, jihad, or active struggle against all
inimical forces (including one’s own lower self) which resist the
commandments of the Imam. All these have their own zdhir
and batin.

The fourth fasl, the longest (p. 9), gives the usual fa’wil
interpretation of the * seven pillars” of the shari‘at. It is
plainly stated that this allegorical interpretation of the prescrip-
tions of the shari'at, i.e. shahadat, tahdrat, namaz, fast. zakdt
(or religious tax), jihad, and hajj, every one of which has its
own zahir and bafin, implies much greater difficulty than their

1 These two terms, often used by all Ismailis and generally Shi‘ites,
are invariably pronounced tawalldi and tabarrd. The first, considered
grammatically, should be iawalli (really tawallin), The second, which
is always explained as derived from the verb b-r-, should really be
tabarrw’.  But all learned Ismailis, whom I have asked, tell me that
tabarrd is the usual form. In his Dictionary, Lane gives as one of the
meanings of the verb b-r-y (to earve, to make tired) in the fifth stem, as
meeting some one, or opposing. But this “ opposing apparently does
not imply the meaning of hostility, rejection, and scarcely should fit
the term which indicates a complete severing of all connections, and an
actively hostile attitude.
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MATLTBU L-MU MININ 7

and belonging to Haji Misa Khén of Poona. The first, though
fuller, is worse with regard to its orthography. Neither of the
two copies, however, contain any real variants, as is often the
case with lsmaili MSS. Only occasionally there is a word or
a sentence omitted in one of them. The first contains 21 leaves,
of Indian hand-made paper, 94 by 6} inches, 15 lines, about 51
inches long, of horrible childish Central Asian nasta‘liq.

The second MS. occupies pp. 69-111 in a jung, or collection
of short works, 9 by 6 inches, 14 lines, 32 inches long.

In the present edition the original orthography has been
preserved as far as possible, and Coranic quotations, which
usually are unintelligible, are given in accordance with the
usual text.

II. MATLOBU'L-MU'MININ

The second short treatise published here, the “ Aim of
the Faithful ”, is fairly common in the Upper Oxus provinces,
and is regarded by the local Ismailis as a work of Nasiru’d-din
Muhammad Tisi, the famous theologian, astronomer, and
philosopher, who died in Baghdad the 18th Dhi’l-hijja 672/
25-vi-1274.  Whether Tusi was really the author, or not, is
difficult to ascertain. For the present edition I had at my
disposal three copies, and two of them contained the name
of Muhammad Tusi as the author, while one did not. In the
Asiatic Museum of the Russian Academy of Sciences, in the
collection of A. Semenov, there is another copy briefly described
by him in the ** Bulletin of the Russian Academy of Sciences ”,
1918, p. 2178 ; his copy contains the name in the form of
Muhammad Ghad. The general style of it, however, closely
resembles that of the Rawdatw't-taslim, and of the Akhlaq:
Nasiri ; hence we may accept Tisi’'s authorship tentatively,
until this is definitely confirmed, or contradicted.

The general ** make " of the treatise is a complete contrast
to that of the preceding one. It is obvious that it was drafted
by an expert hand ; but the learned author, who intended it for
general students, made it rather too flat and insipid, by trying to
make 1t simple and lucid, and avoiding all deep and difficult
problems. Neither the date of composition, nor the name of
the high official at whose command (as is stated in the opening
lines) 1t was written, is mentioned.

The book is divided into four fasls. The first deals with
mabda’ and ma‘ad, briefly and superficially mentioning the

1 For a note on Nagiru'd-din’s biography, and on his another Ismaili
work, the Rawdatu't-taslim, see W. Ivanow, ** An Ismailitic Work by
Nasiru'd-din Tusi 7, Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, 1931, pp. 527-
64.
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6 TWO EARLY ISMAILI TREATISES

In the course of his narrative the author refers to many
persons (their names are given in the index). For instance, he
refers to Imam Taqi Ahmad, whom he regards as the tenth
(Ismaili) Imam.! Tt is strange, but he says that Nizar, whom
he regards as ‘‘the nineteenth or the twentieth 72 Imam
(p. 18), “ ruled with his sons in Egypt ”’ (p. 17). The reference
to Nasiri Khusraw (p. 34), whose distich he quotes, as mentioned
above, is probably one of the earliest references to the poet.®
Referring to the reform of the calendar under Malik-shah
Saljtiqi (p. 40), he gives the names of the astronomers who
assisted : ‘Umar Khayyam Nishapari, Abi’l-Fath Bistami, and
Muzaffar Isfard’ini (apparently the same as Sharafu’d-din al-
Muzaffar b. Muhammad at-Tisi, see Brock., I, 472). It is
interesting to notice that he adds to the name of Khayyam a
highly honorific epithet of sadri kawnayn, ** the leader of both
worlds 7.

The language of the work appears as genuinely old, and
entirely in agreement with the period to which the treatise
belongs. This is seen clearly in spite of all the perversions and
distortions of the original orthography. The MS. on which
this edition is chiefly based, though quite modern, and full of
horrid mistakes, often preserves the original form of writing
dn-ki without the final -h. There are several cases of the
Precative (kundd, darad), several cases of the Second Future
with mi-: mi-ranjanida bashad, mi-gazida bashad (p. 33). The form
hami appears only once (p. 23), but the forms like bad-an and
bad-in are abundant. It is interesting to note that the author
is very fond of forming abstract nouns with the Persian Suffix -7
from Arabic Adjectives, as in dhalili (p. 30), shariki (p. 19),
da‘ifi (p. 39), etc.

The present edition is based on two copies, one transcribed
half a year ago in Chitral, and the other copied in 1312/1895,

1 This appears to be completely in agreement with the Fatimide
tradition, according to which he is the tenth,—if ‘Ali and Imam Hasan
are also included. According to the present official sequence Imam
Wafi Ahmad is regarded as the eighth Imam.

2 Nizar was in reality the 19th. It is very strange, indeed, to notice
that the author designates him as the 19th or 20th. Further on his
statement as to Nizar's ruling in Egypt strengthens the impression that
the author knew little of the history of the Fatimides. Or is this a later
interpolation ?

3 The epithets ** Shiah Sayyid ” probably belong to a modern seribe.
The honorific epithet Shdh, usually added to the names of Sufis and
darwishes, probably did not appear in general use before the Safawide
time in Persia. About Nasiri Khusraw’s being a Sayyid see W. Ivanow,
“* A Guide to Ismaili Literature ', p. 87, footnote.

4 Some Nizari Ismailis believe that ‘Umar Khayyam was an Ismaili.
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HAFT BABI BADA SAVVID-NA 5}

world, in the form by which He ennobled human beings.” The
idea of the author is apparently a belief that the Deity, manifest-
ing in this world, is revealed fully and most completely in
the human form which is the crown of creation. The individual
human being in whom such a manifestation takes place is the
Imam, the lieutenant (or khalifa, according to the Coranic
expression, 11, 28) of the Deity. He only reveals true religion,
and without knowing him (or rather recognising him as the
religious leader) all sorts of beliefs are mere idolatry. The
author tells of the initial manifestations at the beginning of the
millennial periods of each great prophet.

Bab 11T (p. 13). * Who is that person now, where does he
reside, and what is his name ? 7 Such a person is ‘Ali and his
successors—lineal descendants. All are of one and the same
substance, the same Mawla ‘Ali, spiritually and physically, only
changing the form just as one changes clothes. The author is
here quite lavish in his references to the Fusili mubdarak, but
unfortunately his references are superficial and confusing. On
pp. 21-3 there are interesting details about a Fasl of khuddawand
tlasan to one Qadi Mas'id, defending his rights. In another
Fasl, to Amir Haydari Mas‘id, there was apparently a most
interesting reference to the enigma of Hasan’s birth, etc.

Bab IV (p. 24).  * On the revelation of the physical world.”
This bab ends rather abruptly, and seems incomplete. It deals
with a kind of a monistic theory, proving that one and the
same energy variously manifests itself in things of the physical
world and man, and that all form part of one unit.

Bab V (p. 26).  ** On the revelation of the spiritual world.”
Spiritual world is inseparable from the physical. The Neo-
Platonic, and later on Sufic, idea about the °ascension’ of
things (ma‘dd, Sufic term ‘urdj), in the form of the return to the
Primzval Source of being, is interpreted in such a way that every-
thing physical in its transformations must pass through the
human state. Paradise is nothing but a blissful return to
eternal Life, and Hell is nothing but complete annihilation.
Stories representing both in vivid colours as the places either
of enjoyments, or of tortures, are nothing but allegories intended
for the unsophisticated people, and meant to encourage them
to be virtuous, or to frighten them from committing crimes.
Various classes of people are described, with regard to their
attitude towards the religion.

Bdb VI (p. 36). “ On the reason for the compilation of this
Diwan, and praises to Mawla-ni.” As mentioned above, it
contains nothing but pious platitudes.

Bab VII (p. 40). “ On the meaning of eras, and on the
date of the completion of this book.”
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+ TWO EARLY ISMAILI TREATISES

authorities.! Thus we have an opportunity, however small it
may be, of forming an independent opinion as to the nature
of this literature.?

It is also important to note that the present treatise f{_}rms,
to a great extent, the basis of one of the most important 1tems
in the religious literature of the Badakhshani Ismailis, the
Haft babi Sayyid Ndsir, or, as it is also called, the Kaldmi Pir.
The work has as little to do with Sayyid Nasir, 1e. Né,sij_:'i
Khusraw, as the present treatise has with Baba Sayyid-na : :}t
was not composed before the middle of the x/xvith c., and it
is probably a kind of an amplified paraphrase of the present
treatise. As the substance is practically the same, a translation
of the work is not offered here, and the reader is referred to
the translation of the larger Haft bdb, published in this series,
all additional information being summed up in footnotes to
that text.

The contents of the present Haft bab may be briefly
summarised as follows :

Bdb 1 (p. 2). ¢ (All) human beings possess an idea of
Deity.” Knowledge of the Deity in Its real and original
Substance is impossible for humans, because of Its transcendence
(tanzih). But, at the same time, there is no salvation from evil
and chaos except through religion, and religion is nothing but
knowledge of God, and an understanding of His will and com-
mandments.

Bdb 11 (p. 5). “God eternally has a Manifestation in this

1 The term fasl (or, in Plural fusil) appears on pp. 15, 17, 18, 21,
22, 23, 24, 27, 28, 30, 35. Two of them are connected with definite
persons,—one with Amir Haydari Mas'ad (p. 22), and the other with
Qadi Mas‘Gd (p. 21). It is mentioned that another is composed in
Arabic (Téazi), p. 22 ; the majority probably were in Persian (cf. p. 23).
The same term is referred to in the beginning of the next work, the
Matglabw'l-mw’minin, in the Haft bdbi Sayyid Ndsir, ete. Ci. also the
title of the Fasl dar shindkhti Imdm wa Hujjat, published by me in the
* Ismailitica "', Memoirs of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. VIII,
1922, pp. 1-76. On making inquiries from the learned Ismailis belonging
to the Fatimide tradition, I was informed that such a use of this term
is quite unknown to them. The circular epistles emanating from the
Imam were called in the Fatimide time sijill, which term [ have not
met with so far in Persian Ismaili literature.

2 There are quotations on pages: 15 (Mawlda-nd mi-farmdyad dar
fasli mubdrak) ; 21 (khuddawand ‘Al dhikru-hw’s-saldm. . . .dar dkhiri

Jasti Qdadi Mas'dd mi-farmdyad) ; 26 (Mawla-nd mi-farmdyad): 27 and 30

(Mawld-nd ‘Al dhikru-hw’s-saldm mi-farmdyad). References to Baba
Sayyid-na are found on pages : 11 (B.S. gufta) ; 29 (B.S. mi-giyad) ; 20,
30 (Sayyid-nd mi-farmdyad) ; 26, 35 (B.S. mi-farmayad). Cf. also in the
index references under Sayyid-na and Baba Sayyid-na. It is rather sad

to find that on many occasions it is impossible to tell where the quotation
ends.
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HAFT BABI BABA SAYYIND-NA 3

prose which is composed by this humble slave ”, and on p. 24
he intimates that *‘ the poetry should be understood allegorically ”’
(wa shv'r-ha ba-ta’wil bayad khwdind), obviously meaning some
definite poetry. In the present treatise there are but half a
dozen poetical quotations of one line each, only one being a
quatrain. One of them is plainly ascribed to Nasiri Khusraw
(p. 34), and three others to a poet (‘azizi ddrad) other than the
author of the present work. Hence there was no possibility
of the author being able to call his book a Diwdn of poems.
But the persistent references to this Diwdn, and to the poetry
by the author himself, doubtlessly are quite genuine, and
indicate a close connection of this treatise with some other,
poetical work. We are left entirely in the dark regarding this
question, but it is improbable that this work is merely a prose
introduction to a lost Diwdn of the author.}

In spite of all such imperfections and disappointing
obscurities the work undoubtedly deserves great attention, not
only in the study of Ismailism, but of Persian spiritual life in
general. If we take it as a part of a broader picture, we cannot
disregard the fact that it expresses, in a somewhat crude and
popular form, the highest ideal of Persian Sufism, about ma‘rifat,
or higher religious knowledge, and of tawhid, or reconciliation of
the purest monotheistic idea with individuality and free will.
We know Sufism only from one side, i.e. from the rather
stereotyped schematic reviews of its Neo-Platonic theories,
which were only popular amongst a highly educated few. This
work is an excellent example of the popular mentality, with
its firm grasp on the idea of a combination of the Sufic theosophy
with the Shi‘ite form of Islam, as a positive religion. Nothing
has so far been published about the popular forms of Sufism,
past or present, and it is very instructive to notice that its
spirit was exactly the same in the twelfth century as it is
amongst the less educated devotees and professional darwishes
in the X Xth century.

Another important aspect of this work is an unusually
great number of references to the Ismaili literature of the
Alamut period, which is probably lost now. The author not
only refers to, but on some occasions even quotes these
Fugsili mubdrak, the * Blessed Paragraphs ”, as the medigeval
Persian Ismailis usually call the epistles of their high religious

il

1 The custom of writing prose prefaces to Diwdns of poems was
introduced in Persian literature much later on ; and such prefaces never
appear to be anything beyond an accumulation of ornamental and stilted
sentences.
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2 TWO BEARLY ISMAILI TREATISES

mentions (p. 4 of the original copy)® his being in Qazwin,
apparently in the capacity of a missionary or, anyhow, an
official religious functionary of Ismailism, for he tells how a
devotee was converted by him. In another place, when
explaining the signs of the advent of the QAa’im on the day of
Resurrection, he says: “ and all these (signs) I have actually
seen (in Hasan-‘Ali dhikru-hw’s-salam)” (p. 21). 1f there is no
mistake in the personal suffix of the verb, and if this implies
that the author was personally present at the proclamation of
the Great Resurrection, on the 17th Ramadan, 559/8-viii-1164,
at Alamut. we conclude that at the time of writing his book he
was over sixty, at least.

At the end of his book he gives the date of its composition
(—generally speaking, a rare thing in Ismaili MSS,, either
Persian or Arabic—), in no less than five different systems of
calculation : according to the Hijri, ‘ Iskandari Ruami’s ™,
Malik-shahi (i.e. Jalili), after the declaration of the Qiyamat,
and the astronomical position of luminaries. The first two
dates, unfortunately, are omitted. As usual, they were written
over the word “ sana”, and,—also as usual,—some absent-
minded scribe forgot to write these dates. The Malik-shéahi
year 121, which is given here, corresponds with 1199 or 1200
A.D. or 596-7 A.H. The author adds that from the beginning
of the Qivamat about forty solar years had elapsed (p. 41).
If he means the declaration of the Qiyamat, August 1164,
this should be about 1204 : but if he calculates from the date
of the ascension of the Qa’im, this makes it two years earlier ;
so, on the whole, the date ea. 1200 A.D. is quite acceptable.

We see from the general tone and style of the work that the
author was not a high-class man of letters, and had little ex-
perience in compiling books. He often shows signs of real
helplessness, and fills his work with many unfinished thoughts,
enigmatic allusions, and, at the same time, with many repetitions
and platitudes. For example, the whole of the sixth chapter
is entirely devoted to common place pious sentences which are
intended to explain why he wrote this work.

Amongst such numerous enigmatic statements and allusions
there is one which would shed much light on the character of
this work, should it be possible to * decipher ” it. At the
beginning of his work he refers to * this blessed Diwan ™~ (in
diwdani mubdrak, p. 1), and later on twice refers to in diwan
(pp. 36, 41). On pp. 37 and 39 he refers to “ this poetry and

1 All references to the text in this introduction and in the indexes
are to the pages of the original copy, on which this edition is chiefly
based. They are marked in the margins of the Persian text.
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INTRODUCTION

I. Harr Bigrr Bigi SAYYID-NA

Of the two short treatises in Persian published in the
present volume, the first is apparently the earliest known
genuine work belonging to the Alamuti school of Ismaili litera-
ture in Persia.! Copies of it are now found only in possession
of the Ismailis inhabiting the provinces on the Upper Oxus,
or Badakhshan (in a broad sense), as they are usually called.
As far as it is possible to ascertain, there are no copies of this
work in Western libraries. Amongst the Badakhshani sectarians
the work is known under the title of Haft babi Baba Sayyid-nd,
or ™ (the Book of) Seven Chapters 2 by Baba Sayyid-na . The
name Babd Sayyid-na is applied only to Hasan b. as-Sabbah,
the great organiser of the Ismaili movement in Persia, who died
in Rab. IT 518/May or June 11243 Tt is clearly stated in the
last bdb of this treatise that it was composed ca. 1200 A.D., i.e.
about eighty years after the death of Hasani Sabbih ; therefore
we think that the reason for attributing the book to him is a
mere mnemonic designation, based on the frequent references
to Sayyid-na in the work.

The name, of the real author is probably forgotten. In
some copies he is called Abi Ishaq, but this name obviously
belongs to the author of quite a different treatise. The author
himself does not give us any clues as to his identity. He only

! Concerning the strata in the Ismaili literature in Persian, as

preserved in Badakhshan, see W. Ivanow, “A Guide to Ismaili Liter-
ature 7', Prize Publication Fund Series, R.A.S., Vol. XIII, London, 1933,
Pp- 13 sq.
e ()?ua is surprised to find in the Ismaili literature of Central Asia
such a profusion of Haft bdbs; and such titles as Shish Jast, of 36 sahifa,
ete., of which there are no parallels in ordinary Persian literature. The
explanation seems to be that all such works originally possessed various
high-flown Arabic titles ; but these, being unintelligible to the rank and
file of the almost illiterate sectarians, most probably, fell into disuse,
were forgotten, and replaced with simpler and more familiar desig-
nations.

3 About the title Sayyid-nd cf. W. Ivanow, “ A Guide to Ismaili
Literature ”, p. 13, note 3. We do not know if there were many other
Sayyid-nas in the history of the Alamuti branch. At present the title
never seems to be used amongst the Nizaris, and the expression “ Baba
Sayyid-na ” implies Hasan b. Sabbah only and exclusively. In the
present work it is also clearly stated on p. 20 : Bdbd Sayyid-nd Hasani
Sabbdh.
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