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An introduction to ancient irrigation and agriculture systems in
Parsa-Pasargadae plains during Achaemenid era

Abazar Shobairi

Ph. D of Classical Archaeology in Athens University and Research center of Greece

Abstract

Of the fundamental subjects in classical Persian archaeology that have not been studied
thoroughly by the researchers are the systems of irrigation and agriculture as economical basis of
any ancient political power and specifically the Achaemenid Empire. In the present paper we review
the latest archaeological discoveries revealing any documents of irrigation and agriculture activities
in the given period in Kor and Sivand River Basins including Pasargadae and Persepolis plains. Later
we turn to the textual sources left by the classical historians and Persepolis clay tablets for better

understanding and up to dated knowledge of Achaemenid irrigation systems and agriculture
activites.

Key Words: ancient Irrigation, ancient agriculture, Achaemenid Empire.
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