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Darabgerd in Transformation from Sassanian to
Early-Islamic Era Based on the Archaeological
Evidences
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Abstract

Darabgerd was one of the flourishing cities of Sasanian era
which with the collapse of this dynasty gradually lost its
importance, and was eventually abandoned in sixth century
of Hegira.

The results of authors' archaeological studies on this city
has made it clear that in the time of Sassanian Kingdom,
the city had a concentrated, powerful and hierarchy
settlement structure. However, after invasion of the state of
Iran by Arab Muslims, the city went through several
changes in terms of the functionality and operation of its
spaces.

In fact, archaeological evidences indicate that most of the
early Islamic inhabitants of Darabgerd, were inclined to
reside in the northern half of the city; and the southern half
was hardly inhabited. These findings also suggest that,
during the early Islamic centuries (7-10 AD), part of its
inhabitants were lived in areas outside of the western gate
of the city.

In this paper, an attempt has been made to identify and
characterise the form and function of this unique city,
utilising archaeological findings. In other word, the paper
tries to determine the functionality of Darabgerd’s
residential zones and districts in the early Islamic
centuries, as well as answering the questions raised on the
main causes of changes that have taken place in the social
structure, form and functionality of this city.
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