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Intellegendum etiam est duabus quasi nos a natura indutos
esse personis; quarum una communis est ex eo, quod omnes
participes sumus rationis praestantiaeque €ius, qua antece llimus
bestiis a qua Dmne honestum decorumque trahitur, et ex que
ratio inveniendi officii exquiritur, altera autem, quae proprie
singulis est tributa.[\¢)
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Ac duabus iis personis, quas supra dixi, tertia adiungitur,
quam casus aliqui aut tempus imponit; quarta etiam, quam
nobismet ipsi iudicio nostro accomodamus. Nam regna, imperia,
nobilitas, honores, divitiae, opes eaque, quae sunt his contraria,
in casu sita temporibus gubernantur; ipsiautem gerere quam
personam velimus, a nostra voluntate profisicitur. Itaque se alii
ad philosophiam, alii ad ius civile, alii ad eloquentiam applicant,
ipsarumque virtutum in alia alius mavult excellere.[\s]
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"A status, in the abstract, is a position in a particular
pattern”[¥A].
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"A status, as distinct from the individual who may occupy it,
1s simply a collection of rights and duties.”[¥4].
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"A role represents the dynamic aspect of a status. The
individual is socially assigned-to a status and occupies it with
relation to other statuses. When he puts the rights and duties
which constitute the status into effect, he is performing a role.

Role and status are quite inseparable, and the distinction
between them is of only academic interest"[5.].
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"How an individual actually performs in a given position, as
distinct from how he is supposed to perform, we call his role.

1. K. Davis
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The role, then, is the manner in which a person actually carries
out the requirements of his position. It is the dynamic aspect of
status or office and as such is always influenced by factors other
than the stipulations of the position itself".
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"More technically, the concept of "role” refers to (1) units of

conduct which by their recurrence stand out as regularities and
(2) which are oriented to the conduct of other actors".
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systems and the psychological study of personality and
motivation (Marshall).
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minimum, those requiring special qualities, although they are not
necessarily limited to these. They are not assigned to individuals from

birth, but are left open to be filled through competition and individual
effort".
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*Every account of structure is relative to certain units which are, for the
time being, treated as if they were devoid of structure, but it must never be
assumed that these units will not in another context, have a structure which
it is important to recognize®.
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*The components or units of social structure are persons, and a person is a
human being considered not as an organism but as occupying position in
a social structure’. S. 11: "Within an organization each person may be said
to have a role .." S.F. Nadel: a. a. O.; S. 93: "We might here speak of
different 'aspects’ of a person, or of different 'roles’ assumed by it or
simply of different 'persons’. Though this is a question of words, the last -
named usage seems to me the most consistent as well as convenient one.
Understood in this sense, the person is more than the individual; it is the
individual with certain recognized, or institutionalized, tasks and
relationships, and is all the individuals who act in this way”.
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‘The place in a particular system which a certain individual occupies at a
pariticular time will be referred to as his status with respect ot that system.
The term position has been used by some other students of social
structure in much the same sense, but without clear recognition of the time
factor or of the existence of simultaneous systems of organization within
the society. Status has long been used with reference to the position of an
individual in the prestige system of a systems. The second term, role, will
be used to designate the sum total of the culture patterns society. In the
present usage this is extended to apply to his position in each of the other
associated with a particular status. it thus includes the attitudes, values and
behavior ascribed by the society to any and all persons cccupying this
status. It can even be extended to include the legitimate expectations of
such persons with respect to the behavior toward them of persons in other
statuses within the same system ... In so far as it represents ovet behavior,
a role is the dynamic aspect of a ststus: what the individual has to do in
order to validate his occupation of the status®.
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