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A Note to the Persian Reader

At a time when Persian society is undergoing many significant
changes, I am pleased that my brief books on Marx and Hegel will
appear in Persian. [ hope that they will revive interest in these
philosophers in Iran.

I do not say this because I believe that either Marx or Hegel offer a
sound philosophy that should be followed by those working for social
reform. In many important respects, they were mistaken. But they
were nevertheless profound thinkers, and we can learn from them even
when they were seriously wrong.

Marx's critique of capitalism, for example, is still of value, in
particular his account of the alienating effects of labour under
capitalism, and his picture of a society that is not free because it is
dominated by market forces it does not understand or control.

On the other hand Marx's predictions about the future course of history
were clearly mistaken. His view of human nature failed to take
account of the fact that some of our behaviour is affected by our
biological nature as evolved beings. Marx believed that if we changed
the economic basis of society, say from capitalist to communist, we
would also change human nature. People would, for example, cease to
be egoistic, and instead would be ready to work for the good of all. But
we now know that the roots of our behaviour lie much further in the
past than capitalism, or feudalism, or any other form of human
economy. They lie in our evolutionary history, which has selected
beings who are capable of reproducing, and ensuring the survival of
their offspring. This does not exclude co-operative tendencies as well
as egoistic ones, but it does mean that we can expect selfishness and
inequality to re-emerge in a variety of different societies - as the
history of the Soviet Union showed only too clearly. It is important that
we do not repeat the mistakes made there.

I am most gratefu! to Mr. Mohammad Eskandari for his work on the
translation, and to the publisher for seeing fit to publish it.

Princeton, 20 October 1999 Peter Singer
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1. Centre for Human Bioethics
2. International Association of Bioethics 3. Helga Kuhse
4. Bioethics
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. Animal Liberation, 1975. 2. Practical Ethecs, 1979.
3. How Are We 1o Live?, 1993,
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1. David McLellan, Xar! Marx: His Life and Thought (Macmillan, London,
1973).

2. G. A. Cohen, Kur! Marx's Theorv of Historv: A Defence (Oxford University
Press, Oxford, 1979).
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L. Michael Bakunin, Starism and Anarchy (1873)
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