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Precis of the Shaik’'s remarks to
H. B. M's COnsul, Ahwaz

You will see that all the Arab tribes and tribesmen have
today understood the evil intentions of the Persian Government
and know that the present Government merely wishes to appro-
priate their lands and properties and to reduce them to nothing.

The question of the Fermans is simply a pretext they have
chosen for their actions. They asked me, as to whether I, who
am a loading Arab. would co-operate with them in safeguarding
their rights and interests. I replied that I was surely to do so
and to use my endeavours to the last degree of my power.

Thereupon they came and sealed the Quran and took an
oath that their women would be unlawful unto them if they
failed to observe their pledge or to abandon the policy they have
adopted.

The present movement amongst the Arabs does not bear
comparison with what they used to do in the past and they
have really decided to check the encroachment which is being
committed by the Persian Government upon them. Personally I
have no confidence in the assurances of the Sardari Sepah, and
consider them all as an attempt to deceive us, because, subse -
quent to all assurances he gave the British Legation that he would
seuat no troops to Arabistan, we saw that the troops were on
their way to that province.

The officers sent by him use every mean and take every

action which is detrimental to my interests, while we were assu-
red at the outset that they have been sent here merely as a
guard for the Government.

Every one of those efficers proceeds to a place poisoning
the minds of the Arabs against me and interfering with matters
which are outside the purview of their duty.

He talks of sending a Govornor for Abadan one day, circu-
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lates a rumor as sencing a Kargozar for the same place on ano-
ther day, and wishes to send a Municipal Officer for Mohammarah
on the third. Not a single day passes without his interfering
with me. All the newspapers which attaked the British and myself
all these times were not punished at all, and it is obvious that
they would not have dared to abuse and insult me so much, had
they not been encouraged to do so.

It is impossible for me to believe the Sardari Sepah even
though he may take thousend oaths. and I can only be satisfied
with written and categorical assurances from the British Govern-
ment. My lst condition is that a single Persian soldier should not
remain in Arabistan, because they will take means to bring about
disturbances as long as they stay there.

Secondly, all my Fermans should be confirmed and ratified.

Thirdly, my revenues should be paid on the same scale as
[ used to pay formerly. The agreement I made with Mr Mac
Cormick was only due to the fact I suspected the suggestion
made to me by the British Authorities, otherwise the Persian
Government was not justified in overlooking the great expenditure
which I bore during the war. Now that they are cancelling one
of their assurances every day, I consider myself justified in ref-
using to bear that unjust agreement

Fourthly they must give anssurances to all my friends and
confederates and pardon them all.

I will, of course, take all the necessary steps to protect the
oil pipes and shall take the more drastic steps against any one
who may venture to attack them, and I trust will succeed in
protecting them but it is quite possible, as you are aware, that
my enemies might secretly injure them in order to involve me in
trouble with the Pritich Covernment and thus to bring about a

strangemant between them and myself.

I reiterate that I shall protect the British interests as long
as I live; and my services to that Government, of which I am
proud, are not hidden from them. I repose every hopz to their
justice and in their readiness to assist me as far as they can.

Arabistan has been enjoying the greatest measures ef tran-
quility all these years end this is a fact that is admitted by all.
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The Persian Government desires now to disturbe it and I appeal
to the British Government so that they may protect me as beiore
according to the convention and promises.

[ am not the aggressor, but, should the Persian Government
persist in their present attitude. 1 shall be obliged to defend my
rights to the best of my ability.

I am afraid that the matter will become more serious the
more it is delayed.
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