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\— Zend-Avesta, Onvrage de Zoroastre, Tome Premier Seconde,
Paris 1771, page 262.

Y— Acconnt of a Tousr in Gujarat, nndertaken in the cold reason
of 1863-G, in a Search for Zend, Pehlevi, and Sanscrit Manureripes, by
M. Haug.

See also ‘“Martin Haug in Poona” by Gé&tz von Sell, in
Ovigrtal Studies, London 1933, page 452. note 1.
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e.g. C. Huart et L. Massignon, «Entre le prince imperial —1
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Dresden, Heinrich, 1882; C. Huart and L. Massignon, See note 1.
e.g. C. Huart and L. Massignon, art. cit. =¥
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Chaudhuri, Rome, A critical study of Darad-Shikuh’'s S8amudra
Sangama, 2 vols. Calcutta, 1954; Tarachand, <Dara—Shikuh and the
pani shadss, Idfamiic Culiure, 1943; Bikrama Jit Hasrat, Dard-Shiknb,
Life and Works, Calcutta, 19453; Gobel-Gross, Erhard, Sirr-i-Akbar,
Die persische Upanisaden ubersetzung des Mogul prinzen Dard Suknb
Marburg, 1962.
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themselves in Mir Findiriski's writings, as well as in the stories
told about him!.

In India he must have settled at Paina, where Adhar Kayvéin
and his disciples had already established themselves. Early in this
period of his life Mir Findiriski acquai: :d himself with Hindu
philosophical thought; and though he may have read the literature
in translations, the glossary and the marginal notes he wrote on
Nizdm ud-Din's translation of the Laghu-Yoga-vasishiha suggest that
he had some knowledge of Sanskrit. This Vedantic philososophical
work must have been of especial interest to him; since, in a short
poem which is quoted in several manuscripts of the jig Basbas
(Yoga-viishtha) 0f Nizdm ud-Din, he compares it with the Kur'dn,

saying,

These words are., in the world, like water,

Pure and wisdom increasing, even as the Kur'an.

<xcept the Kuri and the ciraditionse,

No one has sayings of this kind.

The ignorant man who hears these words,

Or sees this subtle way of expression,

Will adhere only to its external form.

Thus, he is making a fool! of himself.2
This verse, though of no poetical value, gives a clear picture
of the conflict which existed between the orthodox formalists and
the liberal mystics as to the polarity of their attitudes towards
the religion of the Hindus.

1- Cf. E. G. B wn, A Literary History of Persia, Cambridge,
1959, vol. IV., pp. 257.8; Dapirtin-e Madhihib, Cawnpore, 1904, p. 55.

2- 015 Osp ol sl 5 8L Olgzmr e ! sl 5o
S daas oy 1y 8 bl 5 2838 0T 55 O
Ol j-b Gl el Ly Oldmu ol w2z ,S ala
Sk o Gasd fayp aSG1J DU amd 9y Sijsear o
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and several others. It is interesting to note that this type of
philosophical outlook is also dominant in the writings of Faydi,
Mir Findiriski and Darf Shikiith — the three great Muslim admirers

of the Yopa-visishtha.

IV~ Mir Findiriski and The Yoga-vdsishtha

It is not known why and exactly when Mir Findiriski®
went to India. Certainly he did not do so to gain fame and fortune,
as a number of his contemporaries did. Before hel : his homt nd
he was already a well.known philosopher and was highly respected
by Shdh Ahbéds I. Students came to him from remote parts of
.the country, and Sadr ud-Din Shirdzi (the philosopher who is regarde
as the greatest thinker of the Islamic world after Ghazzdli) was
one amongst others who had come to Isfahan to attend his lectures.

1ir's name has been mentioned among those of the dis-
ciples of Adhar Kayvan?, who, early in the 17th century, followed
their teacher » India; but there is no direct evidence in Mirs
writings to his affiliation with this group, and none of the Adhar
Kayvani writings has been attributed to him; though cerfain simi-
larities of ideas m - be pointed out between Mir's famous Karida
and some of the writings of Adhar Kayvén's disciples. On the
other hand, from what he has done on Hindu philosohy, from
the depth of his knowledge in this area, and from the admiration
he has for the Yoga-vdsishtha, we ay saf ; infer that he left his
school at Isfahan and went to India for no other reason than to
learn about the religious ideas of the Hindus and to take part in
the intellectual movement that was going on in Indja since Akbar's
time, In fact, the religious situation in Iran during the Safawid
period was not at all compatible with the extremely liberel,
non-conformist and unjversalistic  tendencies which manifest

1— d. 1640.1 A.D./1050 A.H.
2— the leader of a heretical Zoroastrian sect who left Shirdz
and settled at Patna in early years of the 17th century.
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on Nizdm ud.Din's translation.!

6- A very short version of the Yogpawisishtha entitled Minpaj
ul-Hakiié has been noticed by Ethe in the Ca. of Pers.
MSS in Ind. Off. Lib, Vol. I, 1971b.

7— In the year 1656 another translation of the Lighy-yoga-
visishtha was made by Dard Shikiih's order. According
to the introduction of the translation, Dard Shik{ith had
met Vasishtha and R&m& in a vision, and Vasishtha had
told Rdmi that the latter and Dard were brothers,
because both of them were striving after truth. Then
Rédméa had embraced him, and Vasishtha had given s 1e
sweets to Rdma which he shared with DA&rd. Afier ihis
vision Dard Shikith decided that the Yoga-vdsishtha should
be re.translated; because he thought that the works
previously done did not reveal a the subtlties of ideas
that the original composition contained.®

Very few of the other Hindu religious writings which were
known io Musliin intelligentsia received so much appreciation and
popularity as the Yoga-vdsishtha literature. This is, I think, not
only because the free and poetical style of these writings makes
their philosophical content more easily 1derstandable, but also
becasse of the similarities which exist between the Adyaizz philosopy
of the Yoga-virishtha and the monistic trend of thought which is
sometimes prominent in the wrii gs of certain Sufi thinkers and
poets such as Ibn al.‘Arabij, Jaldl ud.Din Rimi, Niir ud-Din jimi

1— This vork is similar to, and — contrary to the views of B.
J- Hasrat ana rI. Ethe —not identical with the translation made at
the stance of Ddra Shikiih (No.7 bellow). Cf. Hasrat, op.  cit
p. 234, and Bodleian Cat., No. 1328.

2_Cf. Cat. of Pers. MSS iuthe Ind. Off. Lib., Nos., 1158, 1355,
1859; Car. of the Pers. MSS in the Lib. of the Univ. of Cambridge,
No. XXXV, folios 38a-167a; This translalion was lithographed in
Kawnpore in 1883. Recently the text has been edited and published
by Dr.Tara Chand and Dr. S. A.H. Abidi, Aligarh Uniursity, 1968.
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was the crown princel.
2—Faydi's Sparit ul-Md'vifar is mainly based on the Yoga-

vasishtha literature (see above). This work was lithographed
in India in 3 year 1877.

8- Mir Findiriski glossed the Persian Laphu-yoga-visishtha,

wrofe marginal notes on it, made a munratbal (Seleelion)
of it, and in a poem compar it with the Kur'dn? (This
poem will be quoted bellow).
At a later time an unknown hand added persian S{fi
poems to Mir Findiriski's Muntakhab-e Jug. Most of these
additions are verses of highly monisiic nature made by
Fani of Isfahan, who left India and settled in Isfahan,
and died there in 1222 A. H. (18056 A D).

4_ A Persian translation of the Yoga-sdsishtha-sdra was made
for Jahdn - Shah by Sufi Sharif Qutbjahdni, entitled Tubfa
ye Majlis y3 Atwdr dér Hal-e Amar. This work is divided
into 10 tawrs, after the 10 prakaranas of the Yoga-visishtha-

sara® (The Yoga-visishtha i5 in 6 prakaranas.)

8- There is a copy of a short version of the Yoga-vdsishiba
in the Bodleian Library, Oxford (Ca:. No. 1328), which is
entitled simply Tarfuma-ye Jig- This work seems to be based

1— Cf. Car. of Pers. MSS in the British Musenns, Vol. I, 61a; Car.
of Pers. MSS in Ind. Off. Lib., Vol 1, 1871; Cat. of the Lib.
of Astin-e Kuds (Mashhad, Iran), Vol. IV, 338 & 400;
Bibliothéque de I'Uniy. de Teberan, Vol. III, Part I, 443; Caz.
of Majlis Lip. (Tehram), No. 651; There are several other
copies of this work in the liberary of the Faculty of
Arts & Letters, Univ. of Tehran, in the Library of
Madrasa-ye Sepah Saldr (Teheran), in the Punjab Public
Library and in the library of the Punjab University.

2_ Cat. of Majlis Lib., (Teheran), No. 640/17; Bibliothéque
de 1" Univ. de Teheran (Collection de Mishkdt), No. 528.

3- CL. Catalogue of Pers. MSS. in the Brit. Meus., Vol. III, p.
1034 b, No, X. This work was lithographed at Luckonow
in 1887.
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not only to philosophical minded scholars, but to the laity as
well. A few abridged versions of it and several commentaries
made upon it, as well as upon its summaries, have come down to
us; moreover, a 1mber of the so called minor Up: shads are,
in various degrees of dependence, based on il

The Yoga-vdsisbtha itsell was never translated into Persiam;
but, during the 16th and 17th centuries, abridgements of it were
rendered into Persian by different scholars. DBesides, Faydi's
Sharik wl-Md'rif# (The Rising Sun of Wisdom) is mainly based on
it, and Mir Findiriski's Muntakbab—e Jig (Selections on Yoga)
consists of passages from Nizdm ud_Din Panipati's translation
of the Laghu-yoga-visishtha. This ftramt tion, as we shall see, was
also glossed by Mir Findiriski.

The manuscripts of these translations are scattered all over
the world; and, before they are carefully studied, nothing definite
can be said about their identity, their quality, and their value.
However, the following data point oui that the Yoga-vasiishtha
literature received considerable attention not only from Hindu
Sanskrit scholars, but also from a large number of Muslim liberal
thinkers and intellectuals.

1— The Laghu-yoga-visishtha (an abridgement of the whole work,

made by Abhinanda of Kashmir® in the 9th century) was
translated into Persian by Nizdm ud.-Din Panipati for

Sultan Salim Jahéingir in late 16th century, while Jahingir

1— Cf. B. L, Atreya, op. cit., pp. 49-40, and pp. 41_56.
2— Ibid., p. 28; Dasgupta, op. cit., p- 232.

Bikrama Jit Hasrat (op. cir., p. 234), Ethe (Caz. Ind. Of-
v L No. 1971) and Rieun (Cat. British Museum, Vol. I,
p.vla) are wrong in thinking that Pandit Anandan, or
Behandan, made a Persian translation of the Y oga-vasishtha
Both these names are mis-spellings of the name of the
above mentioned Abhinanda of the 9th century, who
made the Laghu-yoga-vdsishtha. The name is clearly Abhi_
nandan in the MS. of Majlis Library, No. 651, fol. 1.
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ings about Hindu religious thought are so numerous that one cannot
possibly deal with all of them in the limited space of a short paper.
Therefore we shall content ourselves with a brief study of the
Yoga_vasishtha literature in the Persian language; especially because,
as we shall see, it has been of particular interest to the Muslim
learned society of India.

The Yoga-vdsishtha, which is also called 18 Mabd Ramdiyana,
Arsha Rémdyana. OF Vdisishtha Rémdyana, 1S an extensive philoso—
phical work in more than 23,000 shlokas, and contains six books,
OT prakaranas. Dasgupta thinks that it was composed about A.D. 700
or 807, and B. L. Atreya dates it between the B5ih and the 7th
centuries The work is, in facl, a long dialogue between the sage
Vasishtlha and the prince Radmé Chand (the eldest son of king
Dasharatha,) and consists of 55 stories by meanse of which the sage
iliustrates his teachings to his royal disciple. As for his approach
to philosophical questions such as the nature of the world, the
supreme reality, the soul, the ultimate goal of man and the way
of its realization, the author of the Yoga-visishtha represents the
same trends of thought which were systematized as Advaita Vedinta
and of which Gaudapdda and Sankara were major exponents. His
style is free and highly poetical, and as Dasgupta describes if,

Almost every verse is full of the finest poetical
imagery; the choice of words is exceedingly pleasing
to the ear, and they often produce the effect of inte-
resting us more by their poetical value than by the
extremely idealistic thought which they are intended
to convey.®

On account of these qualities, and because of being a

poetical expression of the Advaita Vedinta philosoppy in the narrative
style of the Purinas, the Yoga-visishtha has been ol great interest

1— Dasgupta, S. N., A History of Indian Philosophy, Il p.232;
Atreya, B.L., The Philosophy of the Yoga-vdsishtha, p.27.
2 Dasgupta, op. cit, P. 231
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... The worshippers of Dattatreya or the incarnation of
the Hindu trinity, often clothed their god in the garb
of a Muhammad Fagir. This same influence was at
work with greater effect on the pular mind in
Maharashira, where preachers, both Brahmans and
non-Brahmans, were calling the people to identify
Rama with Rab#m, ensure their freedom from ihe
bonds of form: ritualism and caste distinctions, and

unite in cr 10on love of man and faith in God!

During the last centuries of Muslim rule in India, this strong
tendency was at work, not only on the popular level and in the form
of devotional worship, buf also among a large number of the
educated members and philosophical minded scholars of both groups.

Many people of different ranks and vocations, who were con—
cerned with the Hindu_Muslim problem in India, sought to bridge
the gap by emphasizing the mystical aspects of Islam and Hinduism,
and to effect an approximation beiween the two faiths on this
ground. Among the names that may be mentioned in this connection
are those of kings and princes such as Sultdn Zayu ul - Abidin of
Kashmir, Akbar Shah and DAra Shikiih; thinkers and scholars such
as, Faydi Abu’'l_Fadl and Mir Findiriski; and saints and religious
leaders such as Kabir, Namdev, D&du and B&ba LAl DAs. The
movement, in its various forms, and in spite of the severe
opposition of orthodox leadership, ¢ finued to be, at teast until e
tragic de ath of Dérd Shikih, successful and productive. What would
its future be if Dard Shikih had won? What would its relationship
be with Hinduism and with Islamic orthodoxy? What effects
would it have on the social and political life of India? These most
tant: zing questions in world history will remain eternally open.

I~ Yoga-vasishtha Literaturc in Persian

Persian ftranslations of Hindu literature and Persian writ—

1— Rise of the Maratha Power, PD. 30-51, quoted by Tara Chand,
in Influence of Iilam on Indian Crlture, p. 221.

18

EDF.tarikhema.ord


http://pdf.tarikhema.org
http://pdf.tarikhema.org
http://tarikhema.org

PDF.tarikhema.org

Mingling of the Two Oceans) i8 an attempt towards bringing aboi
a synthesis between the conceptual schemes of Sufism and Hindu
mysticism.

Mysticism had, in fact, always been a common ground on
which Hindus and Muslims met, not only with tol :nece, T : also
wlth 1derstanding. The following passage from Atindranath Bose's
article in The Cultutal Heritage of India may elucidate this poi

Then Islam knocked on t! western gates of India;
and the Sufis, inspired by the Islamic idea of equality,

came as the torch.bearers of a liberal folk philosophy....
Their spirit was free from those. supersfitions and
rigidities which caused stagnation among the classical
Indian and Islamic schools. Against the sterility of
the orthodox systems, the new popular appeals awakened
a fresh spiritual fervour and let loose great creative
power which solong lay dormant, A new philosophy
grew up based on the material of huma values. It
trusted in the latent divinity of the human soul, in

the universality of love, and in the dynamic power
of emotion. It released powerful spiritual energy
hitherto pent up by social barriers among the dumb

millions of the soil .... Sind and Bengal were the
last nurseries of this syncretizing popular philosophy.
in Sind, the gefeway which introduced Islam and Sufism
into India, a Hindu murshid or a Muslim gurn was not
at all extraordinary. The songs of Sufi mystics — Bedil
and Bekas, Rohal and Quth, and Sah Abdul Latif —
were till lately song by Sindhis of all communities.
Till lately, before r gious fanaticism wt :ed its
havoc in India, Hindus and Muslims used to congregate
at the tombs of these popular sainis and sing in chorus,
keeping all_night vigils.!
Ranade also writes in this connection:

1— Vol. III, pp. 460_462.
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scholars, were not regarded by their Hindu readers as something
alien to their faith. Anquetil Duperron, who tanslated Dara Shikiih's
Persian version of the Upanishads into Latin and published it in
the year 1801, would not ignore the opinion of the pandits and
educated Hindus and, in spite of their disapprowv. introduce his
work to the world as Theologica et Philosophia Indica. It is not at
all unreasonable to believe that Rimmohan Roy was one amongst
a large number of educated Hindus who read their Upanishads
in Persian.

These writings should not be regarded simply as fragments
of past history of Hindu_Muslim relationship. They have a living
value, and manifest an existing human situation which constitutes
a part of the history of our age. These translations are, in fact,
the meeting-place of two different vorld_views, two distinct spheres
of language and thought, each trying to know, understand, and exp-
lain the other. Ii is here that the dialogue beiween Islam and
Hinduism actually takes place.

il- Hindu and Muslim Mysiicism: a common ground for
understanding.

In comparing these Persian Hindu writings with the original
Sanskrit texts one is surprised by the abundance of Sdfi terms
and concepts in them; though the translators seem to have tried
to leave major Hindu terms untranslated. But a more careful com—
parative study will show that most of these foreign terms, if
taken in their purely mystical sense!, are in substantial harmony
with the spirit of the original context. This has been shown by
Mir Findiriski in his Selections on Yoga (the title given to his selec-
tions from the Yoga-visishta); Dard Shik@h's Majmd'-nl Babrain (The

1— Sufi poeis are never tired of m ing bitter remarks about
the literal mindedness of orthodox leaders who, according to the S
viewpoint, are blind to the deeper meanings of religious dogmas
and practices. Cf Mir Findriski's poem in praise of the Ygga-
vasishtha quoted bellow.
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point of view, they do not represent the faith of the people.
Muslims, similarly, ignore them because they are dealing with the
religion of the Hindus. Western students of lslam do not {feel
that a Persian translation of, for example, the Gita lies within
their domain. Students of Hinduism, likewise, do not find it
profitable to refer to a Persian Mahdbbdrata OF Réimdyana while good
editions of the texts and more reliable Western translations are
available to them.

They may be right; but the important po = is that the value
of these writings lies beyond these considerations. These translations
may be inaccurate in many cases, and may fi occasionally to do
justice to Hindu faith: but as a whole they are accurate and faithful
in reve ng, at least on the intellectual level, the attitude of a
number of educated Muslims towards Hinduism, and their under.
standing of Hindu beliefs and ideals. To siudy the nature of Hindu—
Muslim dialoge, I think, one cannot {ind more reliable sources.

It must he borne in mind, however, that this situation is a
recent one. Even during the 18th and early 19th centuries, while
Persian sfill held its high status as the language of culture in India,
these ftransiations received a great deal of attention from the
educated members of both groups. The number of texts which were
translaied — and some of them more than once or twice — and
the large number of copies which were made of each of them by
Hindu and Muslim copists point to the extensive spread of these
Persian Hindu writings amongst the educated people of India —
Hindus and Musiims. It shc d be noted that this literature, as
Dara_8hikiih and Nizdm ud.Din Panipati have acknowledged,® was
mainly the product of the co_operation of Hindu pandits with
Muslim scholars.

The obvious fact is that these Persian Hindu writings which
were produced and widely read and copied by Hindu and Muslim

4_ Dard Shikith in the preface of Sir—e Akbar, and Nizdm
ud.Din in the introduction to his transl. of the Laghu-Yoga-virishiba.
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studies in Western languages®  This is, in the first place, due to
the fact tt  Dara St {ih, besides being a distinguished scholar
and writer, was one of the most important political figures of
Mughal India, and that his  erary activities were paris of_ and in
full harmony w 17— his political aspirations; and, secondly, because
his transiations of the Upanishads, which were introduced to the
West as early as 1801, have been of prime istorical importance
as the first writings which brought a direct knowledge of Hindu
ought to the Western world and made a deep life_long impression
on the mind of no less a philosopher than Schopenhauer; though,
of course, the place of the Upanishads in the story of Hindu
philosohpy and the intrinsic value of Dard Shikiih's translations
have by no means been less important factors.
The reason why these Persian Hindu writings have remaiued
neglected is not far to seek. Hindus are not interested in them
because they are written by Muslims, and, therefore, from the Hindu

—_

into French of Mpkdlima—ye Bibs Ll o Dird Shikah, written down
by Déra Shikiih’s Hindu secretary, Chandar Bhan Brahman; M. Mahf
ul_Haq's edition of Majma'-uiBabrain {The Mingling of the Two Oceans),
Bib. Ind. 1928; M. R. Jalali_e N&'inil's edition of Majmd'-ul Babsain,
In Muntakhabit-e Athdr, Tehran, 1335/1956; Tara Chand and Jalalie
Né'ini's edition of Sir.e AZbar (the Persian tranalation of 50
Upanishads), Tehran, 1861.

2— Anquetil Duperron’s Latin translation of Sirr-e Akbar (Oupnek’
haty id est Segretum Tegendum...) Strassburg, 1801-2; Mischal Franz,
Des Onpnet'har (German translation of Duperron’'s Latin version),
Dresden, Heinrich, 1882; C. Huart and L. Massignon, see te 1.

3—E. g, C. Huart et L. Massignon, ass. ciz.; M. Mahffiz ul-Hag,
op- cit, Introduction; Roma Chaudhuri A Critical Study of Dérd-
Shikuh's Samndra Sangama, 2 vols, Calcutta, 1954; Tara Chand, « Dard
Shikth and the Upanishadss Isfamic Cultnre, 1843; Bilrama Jit Hasrat,
Dérd  Shikith, Life and Workr, Calcutta, 1853; Erhard Cobel.-Gross,
Sirr~i akbar, Die persische Upanishadennbersetzung des Mogul prinzen Dérd
Sukoh, Marburg, 1962. This work contains a German -ansl. of Dara
Sikith's Persian Prashnopanishad.
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Fathullah Mujtabai

Persian Translations of Minduw
Religious Liferaiure

1~ Persian-Hindu Writings and Their Relev ce

The mass of literature produced by Muslim wrilers about
Hindu religious thought and practice, in spite of its significance
for the students of comparative religion and for those who are
interested in Hindu-Muslim cultural and religious inter.relations,

has not received the attention it deserves.

Hundreds of Manuscripts of these writings are lying on
library shelves, both in the East and in the West, and are referred
to, almost exclusively, by brary cataloguers. Those who have
written about medieval India, about the cultural history of this
period, or about the lives and works of Mughal kings or princes,

have safisfied themselves with merely mentioning the library
titles and numbers of some of these works, without any direct

reference to them.
The only exception tfo this general statement is what has

been done on Dard Shikoh's works of this genre, of which there
are critical editions! as well as translations? and brief or fragmentary

1— E.g., C. Huart et L. Massignon, «Entre le prince imperial
Dara Shikith et l'ascete Hindu Babé LAl Dasss, Journal Asiatigue, Tome
ceix, No. ii, p. 284seq. This is a critical ¢ tion and translation

—_—
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Anmerkungen :
*_ vol G, D. Davary sind die persichen und arabischen

Pagsgage beigebracht worden.

1— V. Minorsky : Vis u Ramin - Iranica, Teheran 1964, pp.
151.199, insbes. p. 154 f.—7J. Rypye : History of Iranian Literature,
Dordrecht 1968, p. 177 ff.

2— W. Henning : Das Verbum des Mittelpersischen der
Turfanfragmente=ZII 9, 1933, p. 213, Z. 28. —A, Ghilain : Essal sur
la langue parthe, Louvain 1939, p. 49.

3— F. W. K. Muller : Handschriften_Reste in Estrangelo-Schrift
aus Turfan, II, Berlin 1904, p. 52, Note 1.

4_ C. Saemann :@ Manichdische Studien, St. Petersburg 1908,
p. 56.

5— Im parthischen Hymnus Angad RoSndn VII (ed. M. Boyce:
The Manichaean Hymn _Cycles in Parthian, Oxford 1954, p. 154}
liest man z. .in Ste. 3 ?5? bt gy? #® wd fr° ¢ ® m® h come Spirit
step forth’, und in Str. 6 ms® wr® ® b . m® 5% b pd meayn® 7 m
‘come yet nearer..lie not in the dwe ng of death. Soll man hier
wirklich nicht mit einer Bedeutung ‘Siehe auf, Komm herauf’
rechnan?

6~ G. Klingenschmitt : Avestisch asnaoiti=MS5S5 28, 1970, pp.
71-73.
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‘Die Bevilkerung von Ireq sagt, daB sich (Khor@sdn) von Rai
bis zur Anfgangsstelle der Sonne ersirecke, und andere sind der
Meinung, daB Khorésan vom Gebirgsland Holwan bis zur Aufga_
ngsstelle d  Sonne reiche....'

Matla® o5—8ams ‘Aufgangsstelle der Sonne’ ist prak sch eine
Interpretation des Namens Khorasan. Dessen ist sich allerdings Abid
al_Fida nicht bewusst. ™ selbst kennt nur die von ihm anschliessead
zitierten Etymologien  Khorasan= ‘Sonnenplaiz’ und Khoerdsin
‘geniesse in Leichtigkeil’. von diesen entscheidet er sich fiir die
erste, obwohl sie kaum besser ist als die zweite. Letztere macht
wieder vom Anklang des Namens an pers. asan ‘leicht, angenehm’
Gebrauch. In dieser Form sie sicher felsch. Sie kénnte jedoch
eine Spur von verdrehter Richtigkeit haben, wenn pers. &:an ‘leicht’
ebenso wie der Name Khorasin selbst und wie so viele andere
persische Warter parthischer Herkunft wiare und wenn es urspriinglich
‘aufsteigend’ bedeutet haben sollte.

Die Bedeutung ‘heraufkommen, aufgehen’ von parth. ar— und
bal. @;~ kann ihren Ursprung nicht in *Z_ira- haben, sondern sie
muss aus einer anderen Quelle kommen. Es bietel sich Verbindung
mit aw. &r?paoiti/drmaoiti ‘kommt herauf’ an, das insbesondere zur
Bezeichnung des morgendlichen Heraufkommens des Go :s Mithra
iiber die (&stlichen) Berge verwendet wird. G. Klingenschmitt hat
dieses verbum kiirzlich behandelt und mit dem Namen Khorirsin
verkniipft, ohne allerdings dessen eziehung zu parth. bal a;- wie
auch seine Bildungsgleichheit mit seinen Opposita bwrfrn usw.
zu diskutieren®. Natiirlich kann die Entwicklung von parth. bal.
@s— ans dem von Kiingenschmitt fiir das Urirauische erschlossenen
Prdsens *@a—siunn— (Wurzel san-Fa) nicht gerac 1ig verlaufen sein.
Das anzunehmen ist aber auch nicht notig, denn die kontamination

mit *d@_#ss- hat ohne Zweifel die lautgesetzliche Entwicklung gestort.
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‘kommeén' behauptet, die dann : :h von Ghijlain © ernommen wurde?.
Sie wird jetzt durch die Angabe des Georgdni bestétigi. Freilich
kann die von Andreas stammende und durch die beiden genannten
Gelehrten vertreiene Herleitung des parth. ds_ aus der iranmischen
Wurzel canr/nasr ‘erreichen’ allein  schon aus  Griinden der
Verschiedenheit der Bedeutung nicht zutreffen. Es ist wahrscheinlic ir.
dap parth. @&— ‘kommen’ gemeinsam mil khwar. i;— ‘kommen’
und sogd. &ér— 'kommen’ aus *d-ia- (wurzel ;4&) entstanden ist.
Das  préteritum all dieser drei Verben wird nédmlich durch
Suppletion mit Nachkommen von *@-gasa- (Wurzel gam-+a) gebildet.

Es ist aber kaum zu bezweifeln, dan dem parth. @r_gegen
Hennings Ansicht doch auch zugleich die Bedeutung 'heraufkommen,
aufgehen’ zukommt, die ihm F. W. ¥. Miller zugelegt hatte, Miillers
Schliisselstelle war M4alR5f *Syd g9? #? u %w %ym »° w rwin ‘steiget
herauf, o Seelen, zu diesem lichten Schiff’, verglichen mii dem
lateinischen canimae ascendunt ad lucidas naves» ‘die Seelen steigen
herauf zu den lichten Schiffen’ bei Augustinus, De natura boni
44%, Salemann fand die Bedeutung ‘aufsieigen, aufgehen’ bestétigt
durch die als Isoglossen mit dem Parthischen bemerkenswerten
Baluchi—Entsprechungen a;— (Inf. dsag) ‘aufgehen {von Gestirnen)’
und ,08asin ‘aufgehende Sonn, Sonne iufgang'¥. Eine weitere
Bestitigung der Doppelbedeutung ‘kommen’ wund ‘aufgehen’
von parth. d;— ergibt sich aus den Opposita von psrth. pws? 57 »
und mp. xw® ? » ‘Osten’ (letzteres aus dem parthischen ins
Mittelpersische iibernommen). In der Bedeutung ‘westen’ finden
wir zwar mp. xwrpr? n ‘fortgehende Sonne’ aber parth.  bwrnfr?s
‘untergehende Sonne's,

Zu erwdhnen sind in diesem zZusammenhang auch die Angaben
von Aba al-Fida, kitab taqwim al-buldan, p. 441 Reinaud-de

Slane, iiber die Grenzen von Khorasan:

Olul o 5y pgedins g uaddln 20 (s Hl e W51 060 58 11 st

PRl =2 Olwly umeill ol 2 ni.la.n}u....a..i“clh.n & Olgl o e
! JoYls anl J JS Ol 2t e |35 aile
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neupersischen wortern Kfordan ‘nehmen’ und dsiazs ‘leicht’ ist hier
natiirlich nur eines der bel den persischen Dichtern iiblichen
wortspiele. Ernst zu nehmen ist dagegen die Ang: 2, Khorisan
sel ein wort des Pahlavi und bedeute soviel wie Kjorayis ‘kommende
Sonne'. Dabei n 3 allerdings beachtet werden, des das Verbum
ar-, dem hier die Bedeutung ‘kommen’ beigelegt wird, keineswegs
mittelpersisch ist, wie man aus der Bezeichnung ‘Pahlavi' zunidchst
schliessen mochte. Vielmehr ist es parthisch. Und auch von dem
in 107, 24 genannten Pahlaviwort s@m, dem die Bedeutung von
neupersisch Kjof zugeschrieben wird, kann man zumindest sagen,
dag a h es nicht mittelper :ch ist.

Das ist vielleicht fiir die Beurteilung der Vorgeschichte von
Wis u Ramn nicht unwichtig. Der Terminus Pahlavi erscheint
nédmlich auch in VII 33, wo von der dlteren Vorlage des Gorgani
gesagt wird:

LRt PO S N H Y Sl el sle oS

tAber fhre Sprache ist Pahlavi,
nicht alle die sie lesen, verstehen ihren Sinn.»

Diese Stelle und ihr kontext ist vielfach diskubierf waorden.
Dabei ging es hauptséchlich um die Frage, ob Gorgini unmittelbar
aus der Pahlavi_Vorlage geschopft habe, oder ob ihm bereits eine
persische Ubersetzung des Pahlavi_Originals zur verfiigung gestanden
habe. Dabei hat man allzu selbstverstdndlich angenommen, dap mit
Pahlavi das iibliche Mittelpersische der =zoroastrischen Biicher
gemeint sei’ An der Etymologie des Gorgani zeigt sich nun, daB
die Sprache der sogenannten Pahlavi-Vorlage aller Wahrscheinlichkeit
nach parthisch war. Das schliept die Méglichkeit nicht aus, daB
der Text trotzdem in der zoroastrischen Buchschrift nieder.
geschrieben war. Fiir solche Praxis haben wir wenigstens ein
deu ches Beispiel, ndmlich den zoroastrischen Text Dyaxt - 7 Ariirié,

der starke parthische Farbung aufweist.
Fiir das parthische Verbum &s_, hat Henning die Bedeutung
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Der Name Khorasan

Von Helmut Humbach und Gholam D. Davary
(Universitit Mainz, Bundesrepublik Deuischland)

Das 48. kapitel der aus parthischen Erzdhlungen hervor—
gegangenen Romanze Wis u Ramin des Fakhr ad-Din Gorgani
beginnt mit einer Etymologie des Namens des Lendes khorasan,
welche desonderer Beachtung wert ist:

ST gt 1o Olgzs 5l Olol 2 psrsp bl Ligs
AT g5t 6555 a3 OTO = dwlid 557 8 gsles O
BT 53055 15 ok 5318 T 5 bl slg Ty 52
Ol e MT o5 9l IS SUT ) g9t a5l 0Ll 5 g5

«welch schone Gegend ist des Land Khordsan,
Wohne in thm und geniesse die welt in Leichtigkeit (a;an).
Fiir jeden der die Pahlavi_Sprache kennt,
ist fhordsin der platz woher die Sonne kommt (Aher @rdn).
—Pahlavi Khor dsad ist soviel wie ‘die Sonne kommt' (thor yad)..
Nach Ir8g und Pérs begibt sich die Sonne von dort.
Khor—isin bedeutet soviel wie ‘kommende Sonne’ (Zhor—ayan).
die Gegend, aus welcher die Sonne (Khor) nach Iran kommt
(Zyad}.p
Die etymologische verkniipfung des Namens Kpherdrin mit den
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translation for preparation of his Gujarati translation of the Videvdat
about the middle of the st century.

urther, regarding VENDIDAT SADE, Anquetil notes (7Ihid.
page II):

“Le Manuacrit présente trois fories de characters; le Zand,
pour le Texte; le Pehlvi, pour le chiffres et les etc. et
Samskretan, pour le ceremonies.”

It appears this case ‘le Samskretan’ does nct refer fo the
Sanskrit vertion of Vidévdat (as I suggested in my said article),
but evidently it refers to the ritual directions in Sanskrit given in
the manuscript of Vidévdat Sade mentioned by Anquetil.
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possession of Dr. M. B. Davar. This manuscript is now in No. R 404

in the K. R. Cama Orjental Insttute, Bombay. This manuscript

contains Avesta_Pahlavi Vidévdat L.IX, and gives Gujarati tre lation

in a novel script of Videvdat I_V. 6, 8, and some Sanskrit fragments.

In connection with this manuscript Unvala notes (page 43):
“Moreover, the manuscript has the Sanskrit version of vd.
V.48 (fol. 202r.), of Vd. VIIL79—80 (fol. 370v._fol. 371r.),
of vd. IX. 119 (fol. 883v._405r.), and Vd. IX.32 (fol.
416r.).”

Confirmation of the Stotements Made
by Anquetil and by Bengalee

The existence of the Sanskrit {fragment, mentioned ahove,
confirms the statement made by Anguetil about Sanskrit version
of Videvdat 1-VI, also the statement made by Bengalee about
Qanskrit version of Vidévdat I_IX. Further, it may be concluded
that Sanskrit version of Vidévdat VII_IX must have been done in
the later half of the 18th ce: iry or in the first half of the 19th

century.

Ritua! Prescription in the Sanskrit Version

The extant fragment of Sanskrit version of the Vidévdat contains
ritual prescription which are not found in the Pahlavi version. It
is, perhaps, for this reason that Anguetil remarks (14id. page iv):

“[l n’était resté gue la Traduction Samskretane des six
premiers Fargards faite sur le Pahlavi”

In comnection with these ritual direction in the Sanskrit
fragment, Unvala remarks (Indo-lranian Studies, page 234):

“A peculiar feature of this fragment is long ritualistic
glosses, which can only be understood with the help of
the Gnjarati translation of the Vidévdat by Aspandiarji
Framiji, Bombay 1842."”

This shows that Aspandiarji Framji must have used Sanskrit
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translation of the vendidad, at the library of Destur Cursetji,
at Surat. It contains the Zend text along with the Pahlavi
and Sanskrit translation of Vend. 8. 79, 80, and 9. 1_4 (in
the edition of Westergard), The very same fragment is also
with Destur Hoshangiji. ] made everywhere the most searching
enquiries on the supposed Ganscrit translation of the
Vendidad, which enables me to positively state thet no more
ever has been made than the fragment mentioned.”
These words show that Haug had frequently heard about
Sanskrit translation of the Videvdat, but he had not seen it. He found
at Poona and also at Surat only the fragments thereof.

Fragment of Sanskrit Version
of the VYidevdat Published
by J. M. Uavala

In 1925 J. M. Unvala! brought to light for the first time in
recent yaers, a fragment of the Sanskrit version of the Vidavdat.
Unvala found this fragment in Cod Iran. XXX of the University
of Copenhagen. As Unvala notes, the fragment contains Avesta text
of Videvdat VIII. 7980 and IX. 1—18 (first three sentences only),
with Pahlavi and Sanskrit versions thereof. This was an important
discovery, because existence of a Sanskrit version of the Vidavdat

was unknown in recent years.

Some Other Fragmeats of Sanskrit Videvdot

Unvala® has described a menuscript of Videvdat formerly in

1— “A Fragment of the Sanskrit version of the Vidavdat” by
]J- M. Unvala, in Indo-Iranian Studier, London_Leipzig 1625. See also
“On the Sanskrit version of the Videvdat” by H. K. Mirza, in
K. R. Cama Oviental Institute Golden [ubilee Volume, Bombay 1969.

2—"A Unique Manuscript of the Videvdat’' by J. M, Unval in
Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, Vol. XXIX,
part [, 1054, page 42.50 with B plates,
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Sanskrit Videvdat -Vl Mentioned
by Anquetil
Anquetil Duperron!, who studied in India for about 3 years
(1758.1761), makes t following statement :
“La Traductidn samskretanne des six premiers Farpards
du Vendidad existe, & ce que I'c croit, dans FlInde;.."”
Since a Sanskrit version of the first six chapters of the Vidavdat
was in existence in India about the middle of the 18th century;
and An efil must have seen it and must have used this Sanskrit
version in the preparation of his Zend..Avesta.

Sanskrit Videvdat I-IX nown in the Last Century

It is interesting to note in this connection that S. 8. Bangalee
in his Gujarati book (published in 1858) on Zoroastrian scriptures
and langnages {(pages 46, 176) informs us that the Sanskr version
of the first nine chapters of thée Vidévdat was in existence in

his time.

Sanskrit Fragments of Videvdat Noticed
by Martin Haug
While in India, Martin Haug had undertaken a tour of the
towns of Gujarat particularly in search of Avesta, Pahlavi, and
Sanskrit manuscripts. This tour was undertaken in 1863_.1964, and
a short account of this tour is published in a booklet’. At page 5
of this booklet Haug states:
“I found a small fragment of the much_talked_of Sanskrit

1_ Zend—Avesta, Onvrage de Zoroassre, Tome premier Seconde
part, Paris 1771, page 262.

2— Account of @ Tour in Gujarab, wndertaken in the cold season of
1863-64, in a Search for Zend, Pablavi, and Sanskrit Maunscripts, by M.
Haug. '

See also ““Martin Haug in Poona” by Gotz von Selle, in Orental
Studies, London 1968, page 425, note 1.

a4
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Anquetil Duperron on.the Sansxrit Version
of the Videvdat

By H. K. Mirza

In or about the twelfth century and thereafier, the Avesta..
Pahlavi Yasna (I_LVII), the Khordeh Avesta, and some other Pahlavi
texts were translated into Sanskrit in India. Besides this, some
slokas and some treatises on Zoroastrian subjects were composed
in Sanskrit. The celebrated Sanskrif iranslator was Mobad Neryosangha
son of Dhavala, who flurished about the twelfth century in India.
Besides Neryosangha, there were other Sanskritists : Ako Adhyaru,
Dinidas Bahman, and Mobad Chanda.

F. Spiegel’ edited Sanskrit version of the Yasna, and later
S. D Bbarucha? edited Sanskrit version of the Yasna and the Khordeh
Avesta, and all other available Parsi Sanskrit texts. But a San rit
version of Videvdat was not known fo be in existence in recent
years. Neither Spiegel nor Bharucha, neither Geldner (the editor
of the Avesta) nor any other scholar had even hinted in recent
years that a Sanskrit version of the Videvdat (whole or in part)

was ever in existence.

1~ Neriosangh's Sanskrit ffber;etztmg des Yam, von F. Spiegel,
Leipzig, 1861.

2— Collected Sanskrit Writings of the Parsis, PartsIand II, edited
by S. D. Bharuche, Bombay 1906, 1910.

3

EDF.tarikhema.ord


http://pdf.tarikhema.org
http://pdf.tarikhema.org
http://tarikhema.org

PDF.tarikhema.org

els vhere, or did not have sufficient time at their disposal to devote
to this noble venture; nonetheless, they f1 s endorsed our entferprise.
Some of them, however, d us the favour to acce, our re est
and to send in their contributions. We are most grateful to them
for 1is kind gesture of theirs.

We are quite aware of the fact that this effort of ours,
whieh is a brief illustration of Duperron's devotedness and labour
is nmot & that we Iranians would have wished to present to the
world in appreciation of his services to Iran and Irani  culture;
yet, it may serve as a grafitude,
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in Memory of Anguetil Duperron

The year 1971 has marked the bicentenary of the first publication
of the translation of Avestain a foreign language — French _ by the
most famous scholar and orientalist — Anquetil Duperron.

Translation of Avesta in a living langnage of the west had been
a most significant event in the field of Iranclogy; because it drew, io a
considerable extent, the attention of the Western QOrientalists, philoso-
phers and scholars, towards Iran and Iranian culture, Thus the Irano -
logists and the people of Iran feel heavily indebted to Anquetil
Duperron for this valuable contributien.

In order to repay at least a part of this debt, the Iran—
Béstan Cultural Society had in wview, last year, to hold a
function in honour and memory of this devoted friend of Iran, and
also to bring out a publication in his name; but unfortunately
this could not be realised, because the year 1971 had been de-
clared  Iran as the Year of Cyrus the Great, and all scholars who
could count, were fully engaged in prreparing for this grand scale
celebration. Thus 3 publication of this volume was delayed by
a year.

We had appealed to a number of Iranian scholars and foreign
Iranologists to send us their contributions which could further
enrich the columns of this memorial; but, unfortunately, most of
them could not do so, because they were either already committed

1
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