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Prefatory :

The present volume embodies the last part of the
Tarikh-e Hasan and should, ordinarily, have appeared after
the third® which is still under preparation. But since it
is complete in itself, no useful purpose could be served
by delaying its appearance any longer.

The text is based on a Ms? of the work, which bears
authentication in Hasan’s own hand, and in spite of a
number of errors® obviously due to the scribe’s oversight,
appzars to be a very fair copy of the original. Collation
with another Ms belonging to the Jammu and Kashmir
University* has, however, revealed a few variants which
deserve to be given in the footnotes.?

The press copy of the Ms has been prepared by Mr
Mohammad Amin Rafiqui and the index by Mr Mohammad
Amin (lbn-e Mahjoor), while the proofs have been read
by both. A few errors of kitabat that have, nevertheless,
persisted can easily be corrected by an average scholar.

As to the adoption of a hybrid compound® in bar
lakir and zer-e lakir for ‘underlined’ and ‘overlined’ per-
haps no serious explanation is called for; such synthetic

‘coinages have always suited the genius of Persian, parti-

cularly in Kashmir where Ghani's kralapan has become

1. Titled: Asr@r-ul Akhyar [: Secrets of the Pious).

For which our grateful thanks are due to the ldara-e kh@na=-
gah-e Moa’lla, Srinagar.

3. Ci Pp2 14, 19, 21, 30, 42, 45 and 47.
No 2 on P; should read as:

Khurram dil az nasim-e gulsitan-e kas nayam.

4. For which we are grateful to Shri Ghulam Mohammad,
Registrar of the University.

5. (5:5 Ppl6, 18, 25 29, 30, 35, 37, 39, 42, 46, 51, 54, 57.and

6. Cf. P(i) Ishariyah (¢ The Index).
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8
a historic instance of linguistic resourcefulness.

And finally a word of apology as to the getup of the
publication : superior paper of the 20X 26/8 size could not
be secured for the purpose. It is, however, hoped that
despite a few shortcomings like these, the volume will
satisfy a longfelt need.”

Srinagar :
Jan. 1, 1961. PN EL

tarikhema.ir

mandegar.tarikhema.org

7. English and Urdu renderings of the work are under pre-
paration.

ABBREVIATIONS:

1. ‘Azami: Tarikh-e Kashmir ‘Azami
by Khwaja ‘Azam Diddamari;
Messrs Ghulam Mohd Noor Mohd, Srinagar.

2. T. S.: Tarikh-e Hasan; Research and Publication Deptt,
Srinagar.

3 T. K. : Tarikh-e Birbal Kachru (MS No 14)
Research and Publication Deptt, Srinagar.

4. R & P: Research and Publication Deptt. Srinagar.
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Introductory :

1. Persian in Kashmir

The advent of Islam in Kashmir (in the fourteenth
century) opened up a two-way intercourse between Kashmir
and the centres of Persian culture, particularly Persia,
Khurasan, Samarqgand, Bukhara, Merv and Herat. Divines?
and Stufis from these seats of Persian learning and culture
came to Kashmir and brought Persian language and litera-
ture in their train: while princes, priests and scholars® from
Kashmir pilgrimaged to these places for cultural elevation
and intellectual enlightenment. With the spread of [slam
in the valley it was, therefore, natural that Persian should,
by and by. replace Sanskrit as the language of culture and
administration, particularly during the rule of Shihab-ud
Din® (1354-73). It was, however, about half a century
later that Persian actually became the court language in
the reign of Sultan Zain-ul ‘Abidin (1420-70). Himself
a poet he patronised* learning and muse, and encouraged
inter-linguistic exchanges by way of translation and adapta-
tion. Thus while Mulla Ahmad Kashmiri is said to have
translated the Rajatarangini of Kalhana into Persian, under
the title of Bahrul Asmar, Srivara rendered Jami's Yusaf
7ulaikha into the Sanskrit Kathakautuka. Among other
Persian poets® that flourished in the Sultan’s time Mantiqui,
Nadimi, Fasibi, Malihi, Jamil and Nadiri are the more
outstanding.

After Zain-ul ‘Abidin it was Husain Shah Chak (1563-70)
who rehabilitated Persian learning and attracted poets
like Mir Ali (from Iran) to his court. Later on Baba

1. Such as Mir Mohammad Hamadani; Cf. P42, A'zami;
2. Pp. 40 and 51, Ibid.

3. P42, Ibid.

4, P197, T. H. i

5 P4 ToH. iv;
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10 TARIKH-E HASAN

Talib Asfahani® also settled down here. But among the
sons of the soil Mulla Mehri® shone at the court of
Ali Shah Chak (1570-78), while Mulla Mohd Amin
Mustaghani was patronised by Yusaf Shah Chak (1578-9).

Next we come to the most significant period of literary
development of Persian in Kashmir under the Mughals
(1586-1752) and here we find a galloxy of Kashmiris
making their mark in Persian Muse and rubbing shoulders
with their contemporaries from lran’, Mashhad®, Hamadan?,
Khaf!® (near Herat), Bahloj'!! and other centres'® of
Persian culture. Among these indiginous poets mention
may be made of Baba Daud Khaki'®, Sheikh Yaqub
Sarfil*, Khwaja Habibulla Naushehri'®, Mazhari'®, Aujil?,
Zehni'®, Nadim'®, Fasihi?®, Fitrati®!, Badii?!, Faroghi®?,
Fani®**(Mulla Mohsin), Ghani®*, Isteghna®® (Abdur Rasul)
Munshi2® (Mohd Rafi’), Nafe'®®, Joya, Goya®??, Shahid??
(Lala Malik), Salim?® (Haji Mohd Aslam), Mushtaq?®
(Mohd Raza), Sate’®?, and Yakta®' (Mohd Ashraf).

The decadence that set in towards the decline of the
Moghals was arrested for some time by the Pathan Govern-
or Sukhjivan Mal®? whose shortlived reign (1754-62)
brought together a number of talented poets like Shaiq3?®
Sami®*, Rahij®® and Taufiq®®. Besides these the Pathan

6. P4, Ibid.

7. Such as Shah Ab-ul Fateh (Cf. P3), Mohd Quli Salim
(P 13), Mir Ilahi (P15) and Nur-ud-Din Sharig (P30);

8. Mohd Jan Qudsi ((P10) and Tughra-e Mashhadi (P12)
9. Taliba-e. Kalim (P14); 10. Khwaja Akbar Ali (P 32);
11. Abdul Ghani Beg Qubul (P35);

12. Sheikh Mohd Kamil Badakhshi (Cf. P 224, (‘Azami); Zafar
Khan Ahsan and his son [nayat Khan Ahsan (Cf. P 22; T.H, iv):

13. P 107, ‘Azami; 14. P 110, Ibid; 15. P 128, 1bd; 16. P6
T.H iv. 17. P7 1Ibid; 18 P9, 19. Ple; 20. P17;

2l. P18; 22, P19, 23 P170, ‘Azami; 24 P19, T.H iwv;
25, Pa3 Ibhd;  do, P26y Al PEl T8 Pas L9 Pk
30, P34 31.P3¥;

32. -Cf. P66l, T.H. ii and P41, T.H. iv.

33. P 4D, ToH v 34 Pal: 35 P42 S0P 4ol P 4
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INTRODUCTORY ; 11

period produced a few notable poets like Mohtashim Khan
Fida®? (died 1197 A.M.), Mahvi®*® (who glorified tea in
his verse), Munshi Bhawani Das Kachra *‘Niku (of the
Bahretavil fame) and Daya Ram Kachit * Khushdil ".??
Under the Sikhs (1819-46) and Dogras (1846-1946) also
Kashmir threw up a few poets*?® like Mirza Mahdi Mujrim
(died 1895), Mulla Hamid Ullah Shahbadi (died 1246 A. H.),
Khwaja Hasan Koul Sha'ri (died 1298 A.H), Khwaja
Mohd Shah Wafa, Taba Kaul Arzbegi Dairi and
Wahab Pare (1845-1914).

Morever, it was in this period that handbooks even
on the Karmakinda ritual of the Kashmiri Pandits were
made available in the Persian language. Maharaja Ranbir
Singh's reign (1857-85), in particular, saw a vigorous literary
activity by way of translation, adaptation and compilation.

Thus Persian lingered on as the language of cultural
expression and administration down to the time of Maharaja
Pratap Singh (1885-1925) when Urdu and English took
over from it; and during the five centuties of its sway
in Kashmir the rich language has produced over three
hundred writers and more than a thousand (major and
minor) works creative as well as useful and critical. Out
of these Kashmir can well be proud of masterpieces like
the Bahr-ul Irfan of Baba Daud Khaki and the Panj-Ganj
of Sheikh Yaqub Sarfi, besides the ghazals of Ghani,
Salim, Joya, Azar and Taufig, and the narratives of
Mushtaq, Dairi, Shaiq and Hamid-ullah. The Dabistan-e
Mazahib of Fani, of course. is a unique classic.

2. Hasan'' and his Work

Pir Ghulam Hasan Khuihami (1833-98)*® came of a
family of learned pirs whose ancestor, Ganesh Kaul
(Dattatreya) was converted*® to Islam as Ghazi-ud Din
Koul in the sixteenth century at the hands of Makhdim

38, P52 39. Mentioned by Birbal Kachru: 40. Pp 55-59. T. H. iv

Al, The name is Hasan, not Hassan. Cf. P62, the line:
Ze a'mal-e ahsan Hasan kun hasan,

42. Ac. to 1249—1316 A. H.

43. Cf. P1l/b, Majmua'-e Shaiwa (Ms No 589, R & P.) and
P 113, Aijaz-e Ghariba (Ms No 808, R & P)
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12 TARIKA-E HASAN

Sheikh Hamza (died 1576). His father Abdur Rastil Shaiwa
(died 1871), an eminent pir of Zoonimar** (Srinagar) who
later on migrated to Gamroo (Khuihama) on the Waular
Lake, seems to have given hisson a fair grounding in the
professional lore of a pir (: theology as well as medicine).
But Hasan's extra-ordinary interest in the past of his
country and the current happenings round about him,
led him to an extensive study of all the source material45
that came his way. His concern for the well-being of
his countrymen rings clear not only in his appeal® to
God to ‘protect Kashmir against misfortune, tyranny and
distress’, but also in th: following cleverly worded remarks
of his in a letter addressed to the Dogra Prime Minister :

“ Ahwal-e mulk naua'-e ke bud, badastur. B’az rea'yva
abad b'az mafrur. Khayanat-bunandagan wmaghrir wa
malguzaran maghur. Badnami-e wmuntaziman mashhir....
Banda dar tashrih o tauzih-e an wm’azur...”*?

[: “The (sorry state of affairsin the country remains
unrelieved. Some (sections of) people are well-off while others
have slipped away. The betrayers of trust (: misappre-
priators) are impudent, while the revernue-payers are frowned
upon. Administators’ bunglings are an open secret... (bat)
the humble servant (:the writer) can ill-afford to comment
and dilate (any further) on that.,”] '

It was his first-hand knowledge of the peasantry that
won him high praise*® from Lawrence with whom he
worked as a settlemeznt-guide. But prior to this he had
already written three works: two*® in Persian and one®°
in Kashmiri. [t appears that while collecting material for
the Geography of Kashmir (for which he was originally

44, Ibid; and P8 T.HI. R & P;
45. Pp8—1l, T.HI & Pp6—18. Introd, Ibid.
46, P 112, Aijaz—e Ghariba.
47~ P 5 -Intrad.- T HLE
48. Cf. 45%, Valley of Kashmir; London, 1895.

49. (a) Gulistan-e Akhlag (a didactic poem) dated 1283 A. H.
(=1866).

(b) Kharita-e Asrar (on medicine and astrology),
dated, 1286 A. H. (=1869)
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INTRODUCTORY : 13

commissioned by Dewan Anant Ram, the Dogra Prime
Minister of Maharaja Ranbir Singh, Hasan was strongly
seized of the idea®! of planning a more comprehensive
work covering the political, religious and literary aspects
too. That, no doubt, forms the pattern of the four volumes
of the Tarikh-e Hasan. Thus:

Vol I deals with Kashmir Geography (both physical
and human);

Vol II traces the historical developments of the country
right from the prehistoric times down to his day®?

Vol III is on mystics, saints and divines that lived in
or influenced Kashmir;

And finally,

Vol IV (which is being presented now) seeks to offer
an account of 118 Persian poets that came to or flourished

in Kashmir since the Chaks (1555-86).

Hasan’s calibre as a historian or a researcher is certainly
not of a very high order, for he generally incorporates
the earlier works almost verbatim. On occasions he changes
just the finite verb, or at the most, an epithet or two;
and this tendency of his is obnoxiously apparent in the
present volume which borrows too freely from Diddamari®?
(1747) to the extent of blatant plagiarism. To take only
one example it would not be out of place here to com-
pare the accounts of Mohammad Quli Salim®* (whose
mathnavi on Kashmir has been fondly copied®® out by
Hasan in his own hand).

50. Ai'jaz-e Ghariba (on the Prophet’s miracles),
dated. 1299 A H. (=1882); Published, Amritsar (1911) and
Srinagar (1938 & 1943).

51, Cf P8 T.H.I, R&P, 1954

52 1305 A.H. ac. to the Chroncgram:
Surat-e hal-e Kashmir (P 60, T.H. IV).

53 Cf. the accounts of Haji Jan Qudasi, Mohd Quli Salim.
Mulla Tahir Ghani, Mir Nur Allah Sharig and
Mir Kamal-ud Din.

54, Cf P13, T.H. IV and P 152, 'Azami,
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14 TARIKH-E HASAN

Here are the passages:
a) Writes Diddamari:

“Dar Zaman-e Shah
Jahan az velayat-e Iran ba
Hind amadah wa az
Khushkhayali o ma’niyabi
dad-e sakhunwari dada dar
mulazimat-e Nawab  Islam
Khan wazir-e a'zam mi
guzaranid wa sha’rha-e khub
barjasta wa fikrha-e dastbasta

b) Hasan presents it as:

“Dar zaman-e Shah
Jahan az Iran ba Hind amada
dar fan-e sakhunwari wa
sha'rgoi fard-e behamta bud
wa dar mulazimat-e Nawiab
Islaim Khan wazir-e a’zam
augat mi guzaranid wa
sha’rha-e khub o fikrha-e
dastbasta bar mansa-e zuhfr

bar mansa-e zuhUr mi rasanid.
Azan jumla ast bait—...”

mi rasanid. Azan jumla...”

Surprisingly enough Hasan does not care even to
indicate the sources he is drawing upon; nor does he take
the trouble to quote any verses of his Cchoice from the
poet whose works he must have read, at least the
mathnavi which he has copied out in his own hand. In
his account of Ghani also he has quoted the verses already
cited by Diddamari®® in the very order, but he has also
added®” a few verses of his own choice. In the case
of some other poets too he occasionally does supply further
bits of information. He mentions Tadkura-tushshua'ra®®
as the work of Mirllghi and the first of the two
ghazals®® of Nadim (Mulla Mohd Saleh) that he quotes
is not found among the nine®® quoted by Diddamari. Yet
he seldom improves upon Diddamari, but sometimes indulg-
es in unnecessary verbiage as in the case of Mulla Faiq,
Mulla Binish, Azari and Mulla Thabit whom Diddamari
disposes off in one simple sentence®?, while Hasan em-
ploys®? an inflated sentence for each without telling
anything of substance about them.

Moreover, while on the one hand he includes poats
like Qazi Abdul Qasim®® and Badii’ ®*, on the other hand

55, 7CE  Mis N0 522, R8P,

56. Cf. P152, ‘Azami; 57. Cf P21 T. H. IV (last seven).
58, P16, T.H: 1V; 59. P17, Ibid; 60, Pp.155—57, ‘Azami
61. P 209, Ibid; 62. Pp 20—30, T.H. IV. 63. P13, Ibid.
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INTRODUCTORY ; 15

he drops besides ordinary poets like Maulana Azizullah
Abdush Shuktr Chid Qane'®® such eminent names as
those of Baba Datd Khaki®®, Sheikh Yaqab Sarfi®?, Khawja
Habibullah Naushehri®®, Baba Nasibud Din Ghazi®®, Mulla
Mohsin Fani’?, Baba Datid Mishkwati’?, and Sheikh
Akmal-ud Din Kamil Badakhshi??. Similar is the case of
Shah Sadiq Qalandar?® who has not been included by
Hasan among the poets though a few verses of his
have been quoted by him in his Vol III. Nor has he mentioned
Khwaja ‘Aazm Diddamari himself as a poet, in spite of
the fact that he has so ‘liberally’ drawn upon him.

Like Diddamari, again, he completely ignores the non-
Muslim Persian poets of Kashmir and makes not even
the most oblique reference to any of them, not even the
topmost like Munshi Bhawani Das ‘Niku’, Daya Ram Kachru
‘Khushdil’ and Birbal Kachru.

Yet, despite all these limitations and shortcomings Hasan’s
work is the first of its kind that has come down to us.
Diddamari’s account of the poets is mixed up with that
of saints, mystics and divines, while Hasan has arranged
them separately in chronological sequence, presenting thereby
a clearer glimpse into the development of Persian poetry
in Kashmir. His outlook on poetry is plainly stated by
him in his introductory remarks’®* wherein he regards a
‘purehearted poet’ ‘the voice of God”

dar-e faiz-e azal hamin sakhunast

He noted with deep distress that in his day poets
had becom: rare like the proverbial huma; while the
atmosphzre was reverberating with the cries of the owls.
The sketchiness of the information offered is, no doubt,
symptomatic of Hasan’s lack of resources other than those
of Diddamari’s; but it does not detract from the intrinsic
value of his contribation: a readable compilation on the
development of Persian verse in Kashmir.

64, P.18;, 65 P227, ‘Azami 66. P 107, Ibid: 67.° P 110;

68. P128; 69. P142; 70. Cf. Pp 21,26, 28, T.H.IV; and
P 176, ‘Azami; 71. P 176, Ibid; 72. P 224, 73. P 18l

74, P, TVH. 1L
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16 TARIKH-E HASAN

To expect any more than this would hardly be fair
to him; for does he not in the end take us into his
confidence that he is simply following in the footsteps
of the ‘Saqis of yore’ and holding just a cup in hand
believing that the wine has retained some traces of its
pristine fervour :

ba atbae’ an sagiyan-e salaf

darin bazm jame giriftam bakaf
asar hae an may ba khum bagiyast
azan t3 abad har kase sagiyast!?®

And so let us also make the best of it.

P. N. Pushp
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